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“Verily I say unto you, that it is my will that an house should be
built unto me in the land of Zion, like unto the pattern which 1 have given
you; yea, let it be built speedily by the tithing of my people: behold, this
is the tithing and the sacrifice which I, the Lord, require at their hands,
that there may be an house built unto me for the salvation of Zion; for.a
place of thunksgiving,; for all saints, and for a place of instruction for all
those who are called to the work of the ministry, in all their several call-
ings, and offices; that they may be perfected in the understanding of their
ministry - in theory; in principle and in doctrine; in oll things pertaining
to the kingdom of God on the earth, the keys of which kingdom has been
conferred upon you.”—Doc. and Cov. R. 94:3; U. 97: 10-1}.

Behold, this house. shall be the seat of the Government of God om
earth, from which the law of the Lord shall go forth to all nations, even
to the Jews that they also may know that God again has spoken, and that
He again shall gather Israel in their own land. For the coming of Christ
is wear af hand, when He shall destroy the works of Satan and bring about
the restitution of all things, and the restoration of peace upon the earth.




“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.”—1 Nephi 8:187.
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Description of Church of Christ Temple at Independence, Mo.

By Norman L. Wilkinson, Architect

The proposed Temple is to be built upon a practically
level site at the southwest corner of the intersection of
River Boulevard and Lexington Street in Independence, Mis-
souri. The Temple faces east and consists of a main building
ninety feet morth to south and one hundred eighty feet east
to west.,  On the east face of the main building is a portico
in which are the lobby, stair wells, and open porch.

The porch is floored with marble laid off in patterns, which
lead up to the three bronze entrance doors. These doors
open into the main lobby, which is decorated with marble
fioors and walls. The floor being laid oul in a Mosaic pat-
tern and the walls being decorated with pilaster panels and
entablatures. From this lobby one has access on the north
and south to flights of stairs which serve from the lower

Interior View of Main Floor.

“Let the main floor be used when the Lord’s people gather for their

general assemblies from time to time, at which
will rest upon them in great power,

times the Lord’s Spirit
and will direct them in their work

that the Gospel may be preached to all nations in power, for behold your
message shall be a message of love, and this power shall come to the serv-
ants of the Lord and his people.”’—Fifth Visitation.

The entire exterior of the building is to be faced with a
gray polished stone, and to have a curved copper covered
roof. )

As one approaches the Temple from River Boulevard, he
first comes to-a broad flight of steps which lead up to a por-
tico of six columns across the front with two columns on
each-side with a pilaster at the building line.

‘eourt to the rooms above the balcony, while on the west side

of the lobby are three doors which open into the main room
of the Temple of the upper court. .

We return now to the exterior view of the Ternple. The
north and south faces of the Temple are the same: consist-

ing of a series of thirteen engaged columns with twelve
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arched windows; a column on each side of each window,
These columns rest upon a high base, the base of the col-

umn being practically level with the main ﬁ%z‘ lm& This
base is broken out under each column fo form a pedestal for
it. There is a window in the base under each circle head
window above: this window furnishes light for the lower
court, The columns support a full unbroken entablature,
which runs continuously horizontal around the building, the
line only being changed to form a pediment over the front
six columns. There is g lyph over each column, except
over the two center o in the portico where they have
been left out to allow spsce for an inscription.

Above the entablature is a parapet which runs entirely
around the building, being broken only by the roof over the
portico, which intersects it. At the four corners of the Tem-
ple are plers which are used to terminate the lines of col-
umns and give weight and strength to the corners,

The west elevation of the Temple is the same as the sides
with the exception that the arched windows of the main floor
are dropped out; there being only four smaller windows,
which furnish light up to the upper part of the inner court
At the grade line are four doors, two of which are exit -’%oma
to the building and two of which give access to the boiler
room. There are also two windows which light the class
rooms on the north and south side of the boiler room

There are forty-five columns on the exterior of the *mz d-
ing: eight free standing and thirty-seven eng six pilas-
ters and four plers. The circle head windows are filled with
a frame of steel and bronze, with a heavy transom bar just
below the spring line of the arch.

We wiil now enter the u This is a large room
with high arched ceiling, lighted from the north and south
by eight circle head windows on each side. There is a bal-
cony which runs around the gouth, sast, and north side of
the room. The west side opening upon the inner court. The
room is decorated and finished m“’m may
and degigns. The foor and meo
with that material. The »rc?ﬁ@”
beams and panels, an ac ﬁzzwé m
pose. The beams of ih@
which runs above the heads

The west side of the wu
court from which it is divide
floor of the inner court is
court and exiends out int
mental curve. It
front of the &
ous sleps ai«mizd
of the outer mzzz‘t

ted with
d for ?E:sa pur-
rom an entablature

upon the inner

To the north and
rounded by heavy
to the reoof, are w
and stairways of thi

south of the inner court, which is sur-

ich extends from the lowest floor
2 which contain the exiis
4.‘6-:&;31&

s part ui the

The balcony of the upper court is res
on either side of the main lobby and either
court. Those by the lohby to the up

and also directly to the bal
three sides of the
seat faces the

1y extends aro
is so arranged that each
inner court.

=
o
=3
el

cony.
upper court and
center

At the west side of the temple and at a i ghw level than
the balcony, being over the lower part of the inner court, are
twelve Smaii rooros and one large conference voom. The
conference room will be decorated in marble,

We now come to the lower court or basement of the tem-
ple. This iﬁ; reached by the same series of steps thal serve
the balcony, it being also arranged so that access may be
had to this part of ihe lemple by doors at the grade line
both from the front and rear so that this part of the build-
ing may be used without going into any other part.

The stairs from the main lobby lead down into the lower

5

iobby, which gives access upon the east side to a coat room,
storage rooms, and two teilet rooms, and upon the west side
to the lower court, which isone large room, almosl the same
in area as the main floor above. This room has a row of
columns around the north, south and east sides which sup-
port the floors of the upper court. At the west side is the
pulpit-platform, which is guite similar to the one described
above, though much smaller. This platform contains the
baptismal font and has men's and women's dressing rooms
with the attendant’s rooms on either side.

To the west of these rooms and directly below the inner
court are the boiler and fan rooms with three classrooms
upon the north and three classrooms upon the south. To the
north and south of the classrooms are the passage ways that
c@nt&m the stairs and exits from this part of the temple.

The Temple is to be buill fireproof in the strictest sense of
the term and is to be built of such materials.and the design
is such as is seldom used. The material and workmanship
being the best that can be obtained so that this construction
and finish will be as nearly permanent as is possible to be
built in this day and age.

The healing will be done mainly with warm air; all parts
of the building being ventilated.

THAT WONDROUS GIFT OF FAITH

I tried to help a litfle child,
From its bondage to escape,—
From those who were responsible,
For the ills of its estate.
On its face were looks of anguish,
in its acts the irace of pain,
As it constantly endeavored
From their clutches to remain.

But to me it came in confidence,
While from their presence it ever tried,
In anxious, earnest e
Its precious s Jf
And a8s they sc
That iis life i;hﬁy
I tried my best fo
And mysell took all the blame.

C‘a

claim,

I awoke—for in my dreams I'd been,
Protector of this child)

In trying to allay ils fears,
And relieve its look so wild

But the faith and trust that if had shown,
As to my arms it come,

Left still with me a vivid sight,
That might have worried some.

But as 1 layed and pondered long,
- With the problems of life,
T come to see how weak I was,

In meelting the scenes of strife—
That I, myself, that little child,

To HIM who ne’er man faileth,
Had often fled in grief and pain—

P

der id%’lﬁ

care,
H’a gives Lo all that trust in him,
And all their troubles share.
But how important it must be,—
“Just like that little walf—
IF WE SUCCEED, then WE MUST HAVE,
Tn&* wondrous gift of Faith.
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INDEPENDENCE ITEMS

We are pleased to say to the sainis and friends every-
where that the outlook, from the viewpoint of the Centre
Hedrick, Place, is very encouraging. Our regular gervices are being
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well attended, and accessions continue to come by transfer.
The preaching has been inspirational and uplifting.

Edtor: Hlme

. Mo. The Building Committee, following instruct
‘ar. architect, have started the excavation on the
Smith, Temple, and at this writing the main ;fv&
required depth.

Assistant:
Address
Address all o et
Business miwmager }‘mv 2:

2 ne Year, 31.50; 75 cents, . . ;
Subscription Rates: One Year, 31.50; t'> ’exi TN} visitors to the Temple Lot
In bundles of twelve or more for missionsy urpose, ¢ late., among then

$1
Canadian

g: =% T s hundred hed
.“{ 3 [ & 2! PRI 3 P "
A, sterest in the stones,

THE STON

INTENSE IN TFRFQ
duced on page 183, is i
of whatever facti&on,
ers to discredit *”crf ;
in any way conne
sacred relicsg, m*r»?
historians, unhesit
specimens of histor

On page 182 will ije ft) nd the
some who witnessed i
sharp contrast wi
J. . Curtis, et al (nov
lishing House), whos
desire to minimize the 3
stroy the evidence of their o / L0 which, of ¢o t 2 1 it see to us to be
forget, “You can all the naol 18, the i nart inconst ey § f e >l hto
of the pecple all the time,
ple all the time.”

The silent e
the estimation of
affidavits of
musty archives of secluded } The matter was referre

When Joseph Smith and his ¢ i the ¢ ittee, and ne ,ng was arranged by the Committee
Temple Lot August 3, hey dig ; , oy all parties \ st to meet at the mayor's office
in fact, until December ] i )
chased from Jones H. Flourney

It shouid be remem
from Ohio, partly on fo
tions had been made
not surveyed with mod
equipped with engraving

Wit ’ CAME

When the Master required, ere the time had expired,
A House we should build unto Him,

With pleasure untold, and confidence hold,
We Sta;:md the work with a vim.

It is quite probable
sun or north star, and
came to the planting of the two
from s near-by guarry were picked
marking made with hammer and
plements, with no regard to straigl 3
size. What else could they do under the conditions ’{J)Q‘J&,d*
ing?

Hach day on our knees, beneath the big trees,
God's wisdom we sought to employ.

Then with scraper and spade, in sunshine and shade,
The servants did labor with joy.

Then the enemy came our cause to defame,
and men and women

The stones are on €x

s . And sowed his vile seeds of discord.
of the Reorganized Church who have examined the stones, 4 e some lod aw
are just as competent to judge matiers of record as are And in ?,ha;t, same day were ay,
any of the affiants aforementioned, and who are motivated Beguiled by illusive reward.
with less prejudice, deplore the moral laxily of the adverse
affidavit But the faithful and true, be they many or few, »
Will labor as God shall command
The Time Iz at Haod. Till the Temple they rear—when the Lord

The Temple Must Be Built. Will You Help? . "~ And bless the brave heroes that stand,
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THE PLANS OF THE TEMPLE

To the members of the Church of Christ scattered abroad,
Greeting: We, your Committee selected to prepare the plans
of the Temple, herewith submit for your information and
consideration the result of our efforts thus far obtained.

In our. efforts we took into consideration that which had
been revealed from time to time coming through various
human agencies, prayerfully subjecting all matter to the
calm and deliberate scrutiny that anl purported Divine In-
structions must receive at the hands of the Committee, that
from all that has been revealed we might assemble that
which was in agreement with the Spirit given to us, and
which we know to agree scientifically in every detail, that

we might have harmony without and within, both as to loca-
tion, setting, and purpose. That there may be balance,
beauty, and service. To the glory of God, the Creator, and
to the credit of the Church of Christ on Earth,

After segregating the matter necessary for the plans of
the Temple, including in this that which was revealed unto
us, we submitted them to the architect with the happy and
astonishing results revealed in the sketches and plans which
we are pleased to present unto you at this time. '

SAMUEL WooD.

ARTHUR M. SmiTn.
C. L. WHEATON.

TR

Sroract

Boiirk ap ey toow

e e

First Floor Plan—Basement.
Let the basement or first floor be finished, that the Lord’s

people in Independence
ices,

may gather there for their sery-

Lower Part Inner Court—Main Floor,

Let the lower part of the inner court be dedicated unto
Me for your sacrament offering, and for your preaching,

and your fasting, end your

praying, and the offering up

of your most holy desires unto Me, saith your Lord.
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Higher Poart Inner Court.

And let the higher part of the inner court be dedicated
unto me for the school of mine aposties.

: 7 7 # 5 IR
, JRANSVERSS  J[C7/08 [ookiwe  Hisr

Dig the basement, and dig the trenches to the rock, and
jrom there start to fabricate ond construct and get your
measurements for the steel, and floors, ond heights, Begin
ut the bottom and work wp, and as you do so, I will give you
instruction as you shall need it.



kg

ZION'E ABVOL

THE PATTERN OF

By Willard 4

Omne of the fin
is the guality
G?}sﬁfiae; ;

besides he
ployer, ami ihe g
his task

ter than s
Loyd is

if a people
Lo the world, He
. 8 1man
ocoupatlion
go

AT
{z.xi of HEgypt
ring to him
rifestations of His power,
led them with a mighty
1 out of Egypt and out of bon-
to mem His wonderful laws
n law of all civilized, lib~

through wh
g

chose a man by

who,

for for

from the
that ri
witiﬁ
han

m’zaz;; of the ¥
bt of Moses *Mm’z receiving those laws,
e in the mountain with God, and of his re-
ceiving instructions from God to build a Tabernacle—the
Tabkernacle of Cod in heaven having been shown to him as
the pattern afier which he should build, and the strong in-
junction: “See that thou make all things according to the
patiern showed o thee in the mount.”—Hebrews 8: 5,—And
chgerving his diligence in carrying out every detail of the
Tabkernacle, the lenglth and the breadih thereof, with its di-
versity of metals, the concave bases of the gates, the purple,
and the scarlel, the blue, and the fine-twined line with fancy
needlework embroidered with many and divers sorts of fig-
ures, etc., etc. What would have been the resuit had he
gotten twsa various colors and equipments mixed up and
in the wrong place? Ah, each of these colors and their
various arrangements had their specific place and significa-
tion; and ip have misplaced them, or any other of the divine
arrangements, would have been a subversion of that which
they typified,

A Heavenly Pottern

The tabernacle itself with all its appurtenances and cere-
monies was erected after the pattern of heavenly things
portraying in symbol the wonderful plan of salvation; so
that one of the poels when comparing the Mossic and ih
Christian dispensalions sa

“The Old is the New concealed.
vealed.”

The Tabernacle

id:

The New is the Old re-

was reared in the ‘w’i}fﬁt’;!‘ﬁ%ﬁ‘?
year after the Israeliles left i@lgvpt
signed to contain the
presence, and was surrounded 3@55 an Q%aier Cou
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about onse
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> Twenty cubits
wide. Th& other cham-
each way-—forming a
iy of Holies, or The
Lk of the covenant above
ween the Cherubim

bet

e Presence of the Lord
ien he officially entered

sted from the Holy
inen curtain of
s it hid
Lh{, mm@&i SARC-
at belween the
within the veil was
n with (“ .
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nd set it in his place, in the midst of the
avid had ;&u}@f}i for it: and David ollered
ings before the Lord.”
ettled in their homes, the idea
cil in, and they in their houses
pressed them; and they con-

of a1 )
of more 11’{?»:».b§*°
ceived the id
of magnifice
King Solomon they 1 a very costly structure patterned
after the model of the Tabernacle, and dedicated it to the
Lord inviting Him to come and dwell therein. The Temple
was completed at a very great ense within seven years.
It was a most magnificent ﬁzmswre and imposing edifice.
The value of the materials, and the perfection of the work-
manship rank it among the mosi celebrated structures of

antiguity., It was not very %:} ing little more than
Ninety feet in lengtih, : breadth, and Forty-five
feet in height; bul it v proportioned, and, together

with a grand g@z ch was
the setting s
ble walls,
pinnacie.
the Jewis

a0l Qne:zmiy ornamented. The rays of
n lighted up the snowy whiteness of its mar-
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ag Lo form an ares of nearly a meu,%nci feet
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The cloisters surrounding the outer courl are said
view, the most

square.
to have been in an archilectural point of
magnificent of the whole structure. A terraced
courts ascended to the holy house itself which faced east-
ward, and was approached from the east, though the princi-
pal gateways in the ouler enc were on the west. This
is the temple Lo which Chrig i, and which was de-
stroyed by General Titus n in the year 70 of
the Chrigtian era, since wh s of temple-build-
ing has been largely Ipst si ning of the
great Restoration movement o Truly the Lord had
said: :

“Behold, I will gsend my messenger, a
the way befcre me: and the Lord, whom

oEure

e

hail prepare
2, shall sud-

denly come to hig temple, even the m >‘f1mf“:‘ of the cove-
nant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the

Lord of hosts

“But wno may abide the day
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a
like fuller’s sope:

“And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and
he shall purify the soms of Levi, and purge itk
and silver, that they may offer unto the Lmd an o
righteousness.

“Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleas-
ant unto the Lord as in the days of old, and as in former

Joseph Smith, on the Third day of August, 1831, pointed
out by Inspiration from God and dedicated the site upon
which that temple should be builded-—if being located in
Independence, Missouri. And is it not peculiarly strange
that that Temple is now being reared? In the prophecy
guoted above the Lord declares: “I will send my messen-
ger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple” This
messenger is clearly John the Baplist who prepared the way
for Christ at His first advent, John appearing in the spirit
and power of Ilias; and when Jesus was asked by his dis-
ciples:

7 and who shall
finer’s fire, and

of his coming

Z
re

FElhias to Come First

“Why then say the Scribes that HElias must first come?
Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly is come al-
ready, and they knew him not, but have done unto him what-
soever they listed. . . . Then the disciples understood thai
he spake unto them of John the Boptist.’--Matt. 17: 10-13.

And at the time of the circumecision of John the Baptist,
his father, Zechariah, prophesied of him that, “Thou shait
go before the face of the Lord to prepare his WAYS.” (Luke
1:76.) Note: “Ways,” in the plural; and at Christ's first
coming John declared, “I am the voice of one erying in the
Wlldern%,,p make straight the WAY (singular) of the Lord.”
He prepared the way of Christ 1800 years ago,
but Z("”‘“&ﬁ&h prophecy declares be shall prepare the ways;
and “I will send my messenger and he shall prepare the way
before me.” John the Baptist was to come to prepars the
way of Christ’s second coming when He should “Suddenly
come to His temple” THEN, he, Christ, shall sit 8s a re-
finer and purifier of silver, and He shall purify the sons of
Levi and they shall offer an offering in rightesusness unto
the Lord, which clearly refers to Christ’s second coming.

Yes, John the Baptist has come again, and has given in-
structions regarding the building of the Temple. He has
said: *“Let the length of the building be double the width
thereof. . Let the Temple b winety fest in width, and
one }zgi%f‘?"{fd and eighiy feet i ngih, and let there be an
inper court, fifty-five feet by sizty foet, and let there be
an outer court”” (For further instructions see the Sixth
Message.)

Now the peculiar part of this instruction emphasizing its
divinity and inspiration is the fact thal these are the exact
dimensions of the Tabernacle which the Lord told Moses to
make according 1o the pattern shown him in the mount——

%

Heb. 8: 5.
Tabernacle,
bits, and the 5)1?:’11 th ji}’J cubits’
the breadih.

sgarding the
t saail be a hundred cu-
~the length double that of

The L

Mow 1 am aware of lhe

that the cubit was

would make the one hundred and

fifty feet in length, and sgfgmtg’wxve 1‘@@{ in breadth; but

eighteen inches is not e measurement of the cubit
Dr. Williamn Smith, in his Bible Dictionary, says:

nerval opinion is
hich, if correct,

“The data for determining the actual length of the Mosaic
cubit involve peculisr difficulti and absolute certainty

He also s “The Hebrew word for
{ammah) appears to have been of Hgyptian ori-
gin, as some of the measures of capacily (the hin and
ephah} were certainly.”—8mifh’'s Bible Diclionary, under
heading, Weighls and Measures.

Note the fact that the Hebrew word for the cubit (am-
Lo have been of Egypton origin, Also that
ual length of the Mosalc cubil mwvolve peculic
wis wnatiainable,

seems unattainable.”
the cubit

The act
culties, and abscluie certuinty s
Dy, Adam

However,

Clark says:

“Greaves, who traveled into Greece, Palestine, and Egvpt,
in order Lo asceriain the weighls, moneys, and measures of
antiguity, measured the Pyramids in Hgypi, and comparing
them with the accounts which Herodotus, Sirabo, and others,
give of their size, found the length of a cubit to be nearly
twenty-two inches.”’-—See Notes under Gen. 6: 15, Cottage
Bible.

We are also told in Exodus 25: 10, in regard to the buiid-
ing of the Ark of the Covenant, “T'wo cubits and a half shall
be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadih
thereof, and a cubilt and a half the height therecf” In a
note on this verse in the Cotlage Bible the Commentator
says: ‘‘The ark itself was a chest, about four feet five inches
in length, and two feet eight inches in breadth and depth.”

Now taking this measurement of the length of the Ark
of the Covenant, Four feel five inches, and reducing the
whole to inches, then dividing by two-and-one-half, we ar-
rive al the lengih of the cubit as twenty-one and siz-tenths
inches— Nearly fw as sawd by the eminent

eniy-two inches,”

Greaves, assented fo by Dr. Adam Clark, Herodotus,
Btrabo, and others. Hence one hundred cubits multiplied by
Twenty-one and six-lenths gives us one hundred and Highty
feel; and fiflly cubils mulliplied by the same mulliplicand
will furnish us with a product of ninety feet, showing the
Tabernacle to have been 90 by 180 feel in breadth and
length which is also the measurements given by John the
Baptist as the measurements for the Templse!

Feiting Did Not Enow

In the face of the above we ask: Is it not peculiarly
strange that Hlder Fetting when giving the dimensions of
the Temple, claiming to have bfﬁ en instructed by an angel,
and knowing that the M g wes guite generally be-
lieved to have been bui 18 vhich if mppﬁeé
to the Tabernacle would £ 5
feetl by 75 feet, and therefore he gsakl zm& for
ments of the Tabernacle; yet
without any k
said the Temple ¢
inspiration bad not ¢
pms&bgy adupmd the po
cle; but in
the Temple as his 4
puatiern to go by, a

ng he would imw, mast
vd of enls of
ve them o hi SO W
the knowledge of the fact ihal
God required that he “Make all things aawz{img o tho pal-
tern.” These facts prove to those of an unbiased mind seel-
ing to know the truth, thal John the Baptist actually did
visit Brother Fetting and gave him the above instructions
regarding the building of the Temple.
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Referring back to the division of the sanctuary, the veil
separating the Holy of Holies from the Holy place, or inner
court, was rent in twain at the time of the crucifixion, thus
slgnifying that the partition wall separating Jew and Gentile
was now broken down; and that Christ the end of the
law for righteousness. The Holy of H which repre-
sented heaven—was no longer to be secluded fy entrance
by the high priest only, as Ch biood, hath
entered into the Holy of Holies, even He ven itself, and thus
by a new and living w crated for us,
through the veil, that i secured a
celestial reward for all

Hternal redemption ha
and Christ as our
heaven itself now io :
it is therefore em
Temple we have save only

1 ofor us,
iointo
for us,
the building of the

rand an outer court which

the plans distinetly show.

Inclosing I may also observe that in the basement of the
Temple now in process of building by the Church of Christ
{Temaple Lot), there is to be a baptismal font placed on the
backs of Twelxe oxen, the oxen to be bronzed, or overlaid
with gold; three of the oxen facing the east, three to the
South, three to the west, and three to the north, beautifully
symbolizing the great Apostolic commisgion to Go into all
the world preaching to and baptizing the nations. CGod has
given us seven years-in which to build the Temyple; and when
I think of the joy and gladness expressed at the completion
and dedication of Solomon’s Termple, and realize what there
is in store for us, my heart leaps in joyful anticipation of
that most wonderful and glorious event. Dear Brother, and
dear Sister, T want to be there—Don't You? Then let us
pull with cur might and do our part to hasten that glorious
day, is my prayer.,

A f
“Section 92, in the D« : the
following rebuke to the t needs

be chastened, and stand
sinned against o
considered the g i
given unto you, concer
the preparation wherewit ;
to prune my vinevard for the last Lime, th
pass my strange act, that I may pour out my
flesh. (See paragraph 1.)

“It is my will that you should build an house; if vou keep
my commandments, you shall have power to build it; if you
keep not my commandments the love of the Father shall not
continue with you; therefore you shall walk in darkpess”
(See paragraph 3.)

Some profess to believe this revelation refers to the temple
al Kirtland. If it be admitted that the revelation refers to
the temple to be builded in the land of Zion, the logical con~
clusion is that the love of the Father did not continue with
the people, and in consequence the church is walking in dark-
-ness, because that temple has never been built. The people
in Utah may perhaps be pardoned for thinking this revela-
tion refers to the temple at Kirtiand, but why people who
believe that the early church was rejected, and that a reor-
ganization was necessary, should so believe, is hard to un-
derstand, unless it is because they are anxious to escape the
unpleasant conclusion that the church is still under condem-
nation and is walking in darkness.

There is nothing in section 92 to justify the idea of its
peinting to Kirtland., The Lord says, in paragraph 1, “I de-
sign to prepare mine apostles to prune my vineyard for the
last time.” If the work that followed the endowment claimed
to have been given at Kirtland was the last pruning of the
vineyard, why do we look forward to another endowment,
and how is it that the gospel was not taken to Israel? Ob-
viously the endowment said to have been given at Kirtiand
was not for the last pruning.

Again, the Lord says a little further along in the same
paragraph that he desires the house to be builded “that I
may pour out my Spirit upon all Aesh.” s that fulfilled
after the Kirtland temple was built? declares that the
Lord designs to pour out his spir 1 flesh” (Joel

phecy has been
fulfilled thus far although he makes precisely Lhe same state-
ment a8 that in section 92,

In section 91, given in May, 1823, an outline pian is given
for a house to be builded at Kirtland, and also a printing
house, but they were not to be builded then—*YThese two
houses are not to be built until T give you a commandment
concerning them,” (Last sentence in paragraph 4 of sec-
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tion 91.) The following month, in June, section 92 was
given, rebuking the church for neglect, for treating lightly
the commandment “concerning the building of mine house.”
Is it reasonable, for a moment, to suppose that the Lord re-
ferred to the Kirtland house? Is it not much more sensible
to think he spoke of the temple which he had indicated at
different times, and as early as 1831, was to be builded in
the land of Zion?

History shows that the charge of being dilatory could not
be justly made concerning the Kirtland house, nor could the
church be accused of treating with indifference the matter
of preparing for & school of the elders. On May 4, 1833, a
conference of high priests assembled in Kirtland to consider
the building of a schoolhouse where the elders could receive
instruction in preparation for their ministry, according to a
revelation received March 8, 1833, known to us as section 87,
in the Doctrine and Covenants, Hyrum Smith, Jared Carter
and Reynolds Cahoon were, by unanimous voice, chosen a
committee “to obtain subscriptions for the purpoese of erect-
ing such a building.” (See Mil Star, Vol. 14, page 422:
Church History, Vol 1, page 291.) Two days after this com-
mittee was chosen, on May the 6th, the revelation {section
91) concerning the Kirtland house was received. In this
revelation they are told mot to proceed with the building
until they are commanded to do so. (Last sentence of para-

~graph 4, of section 91, Doc. angd Cov.) Nevertheless, the
committee got busy and sent out a letter to the branches of
the church, from which we give the following excerpt:

“And unless we fulfill this command, viz., establish an
house, and prepare all things necessary whereby the elders
may gather into a school, called the school of the prophets,
and receive that instruction which the Lord designed they
should receive, we may all despair of obtaining the great
blessing that the Lord has appointed to the faithful of the
Church of Christ; therefore it is as important as our salva-
tion, that we obey this above mentioned command, as well
as all the commandments of the Lord”  (Mill. Star, Vol
14, page 424.)

On the 6th of June, the following month, a conference of
high priests ordered the committee to “proceed immediately
to commence building the house: or to obtain material, stone,
brick, lumber, etc., for the same.” (Mill. Star, Vol, 14, page -
437.) When the presidency wrote to Zion, June 25, 1833
(same month, notice) they said, “We havwve commenced
building the house of the Lord, in this place, and it goes on
rapidly.” (Mill. Btar, Vol 14, page 451; Church History,
Vol 1, page 301.)

Can the reader see any reason why, in June, 1833 (section
92), the church should have been charged with neglect con-
cerning the Kirtland house, when as a matter of fact they
commenced on it before they were Lommanded to do so?
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For those who think they must have received some com-
mandment in the matter we can only answer that there is no
record of it. It is certain, as the excerpis from history fur-
nished above show, that preparations for a house for the
elders, or school of the prophets, were under way when sec-
tion 91 was given. In all reason we say that the rebuke in
section 92 could not have applied to the Kirtland house. Did
it have reference to the house to be builded in Zion ? Let us
see if it were reasonable to suppose that it did.

The church had known about the temple to be in Zion for
nearly two years. The coming of Jesus Christ to his temple
was referred to in section 35, given in 1820. The place was
not yet designated, however, nor vet in section 42, but the
Lord there sought to prepare their minds for the need of
promptness when the place should be revealed by showing
them the importance of the house. (Bee paragraph 10 of
section 42, D. and C.) They had but to wait six months
when in July, 1831, “the spot for the temple” was indicated
as “lying westward upon a lot which is not far from the
courthouse.” This was in the land to be Zion, in the state of
Missouri. (See section 57, 1 Doc. and Cov.} .In paragraph
B, of this same section, we find the commandment not to
wait, but to proceed at once: “And let those of whom I have
spoken be planted in the land of Zion, as speedily as can
be, with their families, fo do those things even as I hove
spoken.”

In September, 1832 (section 83, Doc. and Cov.), the temple
is spoken of again in a very important connection. The
Lord says the building of the New Jerusalem shall begin at
the Temple Lot (paragraph 1), and in paragraph 6, he de-
clares that a house “shall be built unto the Lord, upon the
consecrated spot, as I have appointed,” promising that “the
sons of Moses and of Aaron shall be filled with the glory of
the Lord upon Mount Zion in the Lord’s house.”

From the above we see that the temple was Indicated as
early as December, 1830, and February, 1831. In July, 1831,
the Lord plainly stated that it was to be in the land of Zion,
in Missouri, and commanded the church to prepare “speedily”’
to do the things enumerated in the revelation, all bearing on
the building of Zion, of which the temple was to be an im-
portant factor. In September, 1832, promises were made
that should have been an inspiration to joyous action, and
yet not a step was taken towards building the house, and
in June, 1833, the Lord spoke in rebuke in section 92, They
were told to appoint a committee of three unto whom the
Lord would show the plan of the house.

After all this, was the temple in Zion built? Noj; nor has
it been to this day. remember, the Lord said, “If you keep
my commandments, you shall have power to build it. If you
keep not my commandments, the love of the Father ghall
not continue with you; therefore you shall waik in darkness.”
Subsequent history is known to everyone. The sainls were
driven oul of Missouri, and the Lord has told us that it was
because of their unworthiness, and because “they estesmed
lightly” his “counsel.” {8ee. Doc. and Cov. 03: 3; also read
Doc. and Cov., 94:5.) Because the “love of the Father did-
not continue with them” their enemies prevailed . against
them. The Lord has said so:

“But inasmuch as they keep not my commandments, and
hearken not to observe all my words, the kingdoms of the
world shall prevail against them, for they were set to be a
light unto the world, and to be the saviors of men: and
inzsmuch as they are not the saviors of men, they are as
salt that has lost its savor, and is thenceforth good for noth-
ing but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men”
{100: 2)

The church did not redeem itself from the time it was
driven out of Missouri, and later out of Kirtland, also, until
it went to pieces in Nauvoo.

If section 92 could have referred to the Kirtland temple,
and the church delivered itself from the condemnation im-
plied in that revelation by building that house, then why did
not the love of the Father continue with the church; why
were its enemies so soon given power over it; why was it
driven out of Missouri and Kirtland, and finally out of -
nois?

Instead of facing the facts we have tried to shield the
church by giving section 92 an application that the logic of
evidence and circumstances will not sustain. The confidence
has grown strong in us that because we separated curselves
from that portion of the church that went west and organ-
ized ocurselves independently we came out from under con-
demnation. Coming out, refusing to follow in the ways' of
transgression and apostasy was commendable, but we should
not rest our case there. Until we have gualified ourselves to
receive the great endowment, the witness of God's approval,
we may nol claim to have come out from under the con-
demnation proncunced in section 83: 8, and eight months
later in section 92: 1-3. A sign by which we may know the
people who gualify will be that they will be permitted to
build the temple in Zion.—7T. J. 8.~—Reprinted from Ziow's
Advocate, July 1, 1923,

THE RETURN TO ZION
By B H. Long

ZION, the magic word of the Restoration, is defined as
“The abode of the Lord,” and “The pure in heart”; and in
the revelations to the church it is used no less than 149
times. As early as July, 1831, the “place for the city of
Zion” was definitely located, and dedicated as the “center
place for the gathering of the sainis,” August 2, 1831, At
the same time the “spot” for an imposing Temple was defi-
nitely located, and the next day, August 3, 1831, was with
becoming ceremony dedicated, and two stone markers were
placed at the northeast and southeast corners of the Temple
site. To this temple the Lord would come to endow his
ministry and bless the people. The particular revelations
which definitely declare the divine purpose are as follows:

“Hearken, O ye elders of my church, saith the Lord your
God, who have assembled yourselves together, according to
my commandments, in this land which is the land of Mis-
souri, which is the land which T have appointed and conse-
cit'ated for the gathering of the saints: wherefore this is the
land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion. And
thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive wisdom
bere is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called In-

dependence, is the center place, and the spot for the temple
is lying westward upon a lot which is not far from the
courthouse; wherefore it is wisdom that the land should be
purchased by the saints; and also every tract lying westward,
even unto the line running between Jew and CGentile—
Doctrine and Covenants 57: 1.

Note: Wherever there is a difference between the Reor-
ganized and Utah Doctrine and Covenants, in the arrange-
ment and chapters and verses, we have made & designation
thus: Doctrine and Covenants R. 94; 5, U. 97: 25, 26.

“A revelation of Jesus Christ untc his servant, Joseph
Smith, jr., and six elders, as they united their hearts and
lifted their voices on high; vea, the word of the Lord con-
cerning his church, established in the last days for the res-
toration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of
his prophets, and for the gathering of his saints to stand’
upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city New Jerusalem;
which eity shall be built, beginning at the Temple Lof,
which is appointed by the finger of the Lord, in the western
boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the"
band of Joseph Smith, jr., and others, with whom thé Lord
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was well pleased.

“Verily, this is the word of the
Jerusalern shall be builit by
beginning at this place, sven the Fi&("x, of
temple shall be reared in this
generation shall not all pass
be built unto the Lord, and
which shall be even the gi of 2&3@ 4,
the house.” (Doctrine and Covenants R.
1, 5

A branch of the Church from Colesville,
already located in the land of pro
present confines of Kansas Cily, SE
lowed from eastern points until some iw ‘?mn{i ed or
more saints had seitled in the regions round aboul and
gun to permanently establish theras

the

s in wvarious pur-
suits, in and around the city of Zion. A printing plant was
established and the publication of a monthly The

Bvening and Morning Star, was be
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which the Lord reguired at their ha
once. Despite the urgency of this gr
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these words:
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“Verily I say unto you, that it
should be built unto me in the iz
pattern which I have given you; ¥

DUse

unto

, i spe
by the tithing of my people: bebold, this iz the tithing &

the sacrifice which I, the Lord, reguire at their hands,
that there may be an house built unto me for the

of Z'on; for a place of thanksgiving, for all sai
a place of instruction for all those who are
work of the ministry, in all their several
offices; that they may be perfec
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the keys of which have ‘s:;
trine and Covenants, R. 84: 3, U.
The foregoing instructions in full conta
that “if Zion do these things, s
they failed to “observe to do w
sore affliction awaited her
{Doctrine and Covenants, R. 94:5;
But even at that moment the hand
ing heavily on them.
fleeing before their enemies, les
the hands of the despoilers. ¥ive
were driven from the Siate of ¥
and with much suffering. When, in
they sought the favor of the Lord, th
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transgressions” {Doctrine and Covenants, 1. 98:1
1-4); and their “transgressions’ were !
siderable detail, as follows:

Disorderly Conduct
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“Behold, 1 say unto you, there w
tions, and envyings, and strifes,
desires among them: ‘{hemf’cm} by
their inheritances, They were slow Lo}
of the Lord their God; therefore, t
to hearken unto their prayers, to answer ﬁ”‘i"s‘i in
of their troubles. In the day of their peace i
lightly my counsel; but in the day of their trow
cessity they feel after me.”——Doctrine and Covenants, B
3; U, 1016, 8
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“Zion shall
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to the kingdom of h

Joseph in Egy veer as a prison slave, Hight
souls were saved in the ark. Lehi’s UH‘QY)&E}’ comprised
twenty-seven i : Nephi had little support when he
proposed to build a ship. sus emerged fmm obscurity and
started hig itineracy alone and on foot, And the Restora-
tion was begun in an seure way by an obscure individual
who had neither education, social influence or financial pres-
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he parable of the vineyard story,
cted. It reads in full:

is i“&x proph forecast in ¢
to which attention is now dire

The Poarable of the Vineyard

“And now, I will show unto you a parable that you may
koow my will t redemaption of Zion. A cer-

1l

tain nobleman had & spo d, very cholce; and he said
unto his servants, Go vye into my vineyard, even upon this
very choice piece of land, and point twelve olive trees; and
watchmen round about them and build a tower, that
one may overlook the land round about, to be a walchman
upon the tower; that mine olive trees may not be broken
jown, when the enemy shall come to spoil and take unto
themselves the fruit of my vineyard. Now the servants of
the nobleman went and did as their lord commanded them;
and planted the olive trees, and bullt & hedge round about,
watchmen, and began fo build a tower. And while
they were yet laying the foundation thersof, they began fo
say among themselves, And whatl need hath my lord of this
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o

set
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age also, among all my servants, who are ‘?:}:19 sirength of
mine house, save those only whom I have appointed to tarry;
and go ye straightway unto ?;’me land of my vinevard, and
redeem y vineyard, for it mine, I have bought it with
money. Therefore, get ve 5 stway unto my land; bresk
down the walls of mine throw down their te
and scatter Me;r walchm they

&

and ins
me of

possess the land.

“And the servant said unto his lord, When shall tzms;»s
things be? And he said unto his servant, When 1 D go
ve straightway, and do all things whatsocever 1 hme com-
manded you; and this shall be my ssal and blessing upon
you; a faithful and wise steward in the midst of mine house;
a ruler in my kingdom. And his servant went straightwa 1Y,
and did all things whatsoever his lord commanded him, and
after many days all things were fulfilled.” (Docirine and
Covenants, R. 98: 6-8; T, 101: 44-62.)

The fore part of this parable st inly that those
servants who were entrusted with the responsibility of es-
tablishing the vineyard became slothful and the work
signed was nol done. In verse 7 the nobleman chided them
for their neglect, after which he called “one” of his servanis
and commanded him fo “Go and gather together the resi-
due of my servants”; with added instructions to go
“straightway” and “redeem” the vineyard. Those “serv-
ants” had been told previously that Zion could only be ob-
tained by “purchase,” as they were forbidden to shed blood
(63: 8), while Sec. 98: 10 shows that “in this way they may
establish Zion.”

a8~

Who Was This One Servant?

Right here we are interested in kn@wmg who this “On
servant was who was called to go and do this pmiamixar
work, which was to be accomplished “afier many doys”

Due to a misinterpretation of the parable, an effort was
made in 1834 to redeem the land when an expedition of one
hundred and fifty young and middle aged men started out
with considerable military equipment, that ended in failure,
being premature and unauthorized., The parable had a
decidedly different application which was AFPTER MANY
DAYS.

After their expulsion from Missourl, the saints found
an asylum in Illinois where in 1825 they began to build the
city of Nauvoo. DBut there were some who went farther
east and settled in Woodford County, among whom were
Elders David Judy, Alma Owens, Jedediah Owen, and later
John E. Paige and Adna C. Haldeman. In process of time
four branches were established in that vicinity known as
Bloomington, Crow Creek, Hagle Creek, and Hsglf Moon
Prairie branches. When at the death of Joseph and Hyrum
Smith the Church was broken up into factions, those four
branches united in one organization and continued to carry
on as they had done previously, refusing to follow any of the
pseudo leaders.

Following the rule by which they had been governed from
the first, they chose Granville Hedrick as their pasior, or
president of the branch. While acting in this capacity,
Eilder Hedrick presented a revelation to them in 1864 which
instructed them fo make ready to go up to Zion in 1887,
by which time, it weas sald, the way would be opened for
them to settle peaceably in the land of Zion, and gain pos-
session of the Lord’s sacred spot, the Temple Lot, whers
the redemption of Zion was fo begin. (Doctrine and Cove-
nants B3: 1-2.)

Thus the official beginning of the return to Zion had its
original with the faithful “remnant” who “remained” true
to the covenant, and who refused to follow any of ihe fac-
tional leaders that arose after the death of the mariyrs,

We say “official @%;‘*iﬁﬁlﬂg because the Churc‘i& (}f Ch}:*;si;
{(Temple Lot) is the on iy portion of the original body that
ever claimed to have received a direct command from God
to return to Zion, and who came to Zion as a z}truza result
sf such instruction. This the Church of Christ did. The

iz”wﬂtn to return follows:

e following revelation was given through Granville

Hedrick, in the presence of Lhma 1 members, in answer o
solermnn. prayer, and much fasting, to Almighty God, for twg
days previous, and this is the word of the Lord unto all the
Saints:

The Hedrick Revelution
April 24, A, D. 1884,

“Hear, O ye people, and hearken to the counsel of your
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who are called by My name
and keep My commandments, you who have sought to know
my will concerning My people who have professed My name,
and entered into the new and everlasting covenant to keep
all the counseis commandments of the only true and
living God; hear, then, these things which are revealed unto
you by the power of His holy spirit; prepare, O ve people,
yourselves in all things, that you may be ready to gather

and

together upon the consecrated land which I have appointed
and dedicated by My servant, Joseph Smith, and the first
elders of My church, in Jackson Coun ity, State of Missouri,
for the gathering together of My saints, that they might
be assembled in the day of My chasiening hand, when your
Lord will pour out His wrath and indignation upon the un-
godly. And inasmuch as My church and people have been
driven and scattered, therefore take counsel of Me, your
Lord and director, who says unto you: prepare yourselves
and be ready aganist the appointed time which I have set
and prepared for you, that you may return in the year
A, D. 1867, which time the Lord, by your prayers and faith-
fulness in all things, will open and prepare a way before you
that you may begin to gather at that time.”—The Truth
Teller, June, 1864,

Obedient to this mandate, the branch in Woodford County
sold their possessions and moved to Independence in the
winter of 1866-7, and on the first day of March, 1867, thewy
held a conference on the Temple Lot and openly avowed their
identity and purpose, without being molested. To be spe-
cific, John H »*ﬁriek,, John T. Clark, and Alma Owen, son of
Jededigh Owen, with their families, moved to Independence
in the fall of 1@6& They were followed some months later
by the Bloomington Branch in a body (about thirty-five in
pumber), who arrived at Independence February 27, 1887,

David Judy was one of those who were drvien out of
Jackson County in 1833, and he was one among the first o
return in 1867. In 1869 they begun the purchase of the
Temple Lot for cash and secured title thereto, This the rec-
ords in the courthouse at Independence plainly show. These
people, commonly called “Hedrickites,” were the first Lat-
ter Day Saints to enter Jackson County after the expulsion
in 1838. They came up by revelation. They came in a body
and settled in Independence, and as soon as they could do
50 they bought the Temple Lot property which has been
divided into town lots, Thus the redemption of Zion was
%}e;t;up in the right way and at the right place. This is an
sed and truthful statement of fact as the following
lengthy excerpt from the Jowrnal of History published by
the Reorganized Church indicates,

A Fatol Adwmission
“Retwrning to Zion! How the hearts of the patient saints
rejoiced at the thought! And yet ‘returning’ under what
conditions ?
“it was more than thirly vears afier the saints had hesn
expelied before there iz any account of their refurning to
Zion and the regions round about, for the stake records show
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that in the fall of 1867, Brother Albert W. Noble and family
located about four miles northeast of Independence. And
what a welcome was extended to them?
known that a Latter Day Saint had located near the town
& band of rough characters visited them and gave due notice
to leave the country within five days. But Brother Noble
informed them that he had come to stay, and he did, until
removed by death, August 24, 1872.

“This section of the country had not then recovered from
the disturbing effect of the Civil War, and the same rough
characters took delight in riding through the streets of
Independence, giving a display of firearms. When these
men made their appearance the merchants closed their store
shutters and sought safety beneath the counters.

“In the year 1869 (1870, E. E. L.) two more families,
those of Brethren Isaac Balley and Frederick Campbell,
located five miles southeast of Independence, and it was over
two years before they knew that Brother Noble and family
were residing northeast of town. Only three families of
Latter Day Saints in all the regions round about, and they
living five miles apart. (The Church of Christ, L. D. 8., had
been living at the center place since February, 1867, E. E. L.)

“There was little to encourage these brave pioneers—no
branch, no preaching services, but brighter days were com-
ing, as the following letter written by Brother Joseph 5. Lee
indicates:

“Independence, Missouri, May 16, 1871,
“Last Sunday I preached to a large and attentive audience
at Rush Bottom Schoolhouse {Brother Nobie lived pear this
place). After meeting we went to the Missouri River and
baptized Peter J. Hole and wife.”

First Baptisms
- “These were the first baplisms into the Reorganized
Church in this vicinity. 'These families were soon followed
by Henry Etzenhouser and family. George W. Pilgrim and
wife were early accessions fo the church and the Independ-
ence Branch.

First Branch Orgowized

“Occasionally an elder came that way, or saints moved in,
but there was no branch organization until May 25, 1873,
when at the conclusion of a series of meetings held by
Edmund C. Brand and Joseph 8. Lee in the courthouse, the
brethren proposed to organize a branch to be known as the
Independence Branch of the Re{)rganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints. ...

“During October and November, 1874, Independence was
visited by four elders, viz, Hugh Lytle, Curtis Styles, Benja-
mine B. Brackenbury, and Charles Herzing. They reor-
ganized the branch with sixteen members, a branch was
also organized by them at Lees Surmmit, consisting of nine-
teen members.

In January, 1875, Eilder Heman C. Smith arrived at Inde-
pendsnce and preached for a month or two in the vicinity,
holding meetings in the neighborhcoods of Sister Noble, on
Rush Bottom. Brother Etzenhouser, east of town, at Brother
Pilgrim’s, on the Lexington road east of town, and in the
town of Lees Summit, at that time there were no members
of the Reorganized Church in Independence, but there were
several of the people known as Hedrickites there by whom
ar was treated royaly: and his first night in the historic
city of Independence was spent at the hospitable home of
Adna C. Haldeman, a prominent official among that people,

““Elder Haldeman then resided in the low cottage on West
Short Street just in the rear of the residence of Myrs. M. T,
Bhort,"—Journal of History, vol. 5, pp. 203-208.

When it was

It will be noticed in the foregoing aceount that the first’
Reorganized branch was organized four miles out in the
country, May 25, 1873, siz yewrs, two monihs, twenty-eight -
doys after the arrival of the Bloomingtoa branch ‘which
settled at the “center place,” fully orgonized, where the Lord
sald the redemption of Zion should begin.

The coming of the Reorganized saints was not the result
of a command from God, nor on the advice and counsel of.
the leaders of that church, for President Joseph Smith.
was himself in doubt about the gathering as late as August,
1865, as the following from Eilder Charles Derry shows:

President Smith's Attitude, 1865

On August 15, 1865, Elder Charles Derry wrote in his
Autobiography at Leon, Iowa, and among other things he
said:

“The Saints are anxious for the gathering, and many
are speculating as to when Zion will be redeemed. One
brother thinks the gathering will begin in 18668. Others
claim it is near at hand, and many refuse to buv land and
make permanent improvements lest the cry, ‘To your tents,
O Israel” shall be heard. Joseph advises them ‘to freeze
to their homes and make improvements as if they were going
to stay there forever. "——Journal of History, vol. 5, p. 305,

At a CGeneral Conference held at Plano, Illinois, April,
1876, the following resolution was passed on the twelfth:

“Whereas, The conferences in the past have affirmed that
there is at present no place of gathering; therefore be it

Resolved, That any elder teaching contrary to the resolu-
tions of General Conference is censurable.”—Church His-
tory, vol. 1, p. 131.

“No place of goathering”! Why, twelve years previous the
“servant” of the Lord (Doctrine and Covenants 88:7), by
command of the “Dobleman,” called on the residue of the
servants to go to the land of Zion, for it was said that the
way would be opened for their return by the vear 1867.
The divine instruction was published in June, 1864, and a
proclamation was sent out later calling on all the faithful to
join in the movement. Buti, alas! The editor of the True-
Latter Doy Saints Herald sounded a cry of alarm and with
fallacious warning turned many confiding saints away from
the idea of gathering.

Nothing daunted, the servant and the faithful remmant
that remained proceeded at once to carry out the Nobleman's
instructions—and today they are building the Temple.

WHO?

Fear not, for the Lord has yet reserved unto Him-
self men that shall help in the consiruction and the
erection of this building, that shall be a glory to God
Many hearis shall be touched; many lives shall be
blessed, because the Lord shall direct and His spirit

will draw and mellow the heart.

Are you one who will thus help in the erection of
this building-—the Temple of the Lord?

_Bend all money to Arthur M. Smith, Box 232, Inde-
pendence, Mo, ’
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THE REJECTION OF THE CHURCH

By President Joseph Smith

The following article was written by the late Joseph
Smith in the early days of his incumbancy as President of
the Reorganized Church, and for many years it was circu-
Jlated in tract form; but it is now out of print, and out of
«date with that organization. We commmend g careful study

. of the position assumed by President Bmith, compared to the

position of the Reorganized Church today. If like causes
produce like effecis, there i8 a rude awakening in store for
somehody

A Vital Question

When the guestion is asked: When was the church dis-
organized? We answer: Whenever that which was contrary
-and adverse to the revealed word and rules given to the
church at its origin was introduced into its formulated
.ecreed, or its well understood faith, the elements of disor-
ganiaztion came in with it )

This was well undertsood by those men who instituted
Cthe Twelve in the days of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. In
the Times and Seasons for December 15, 1841, will be found
an epistle signed by Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball,
Orson Pratt, William Smith, Lyman Wight, Wilford Wood-
duff, John Taylor, George A. Smith, and Willard Richards.
In this epistie occurs the following:

“The buillding of the Temple of the Lord, in the city of
Nauvoo, is occupying the first place in the exertions and
prayers of many of the Saints at the present time, know-
ing as they do that if this building is not completed speedily,
‘we shall be rejected as o church with owr dewad, for the
Lord our God hath spoken it.”

This is at the beginning of the Hpistle ,and is the premise
upon which the rest of the article is based. The words, “we
shall be rejected as a church with our dead,” are italicized
in the printed article, as above, showing that special atten-
tion was called to them. It closed in these words:

“The elders everwhere will instruct the brethren, both in
public and private, in the principles and doctrine set forth
in this ¥Epistle, s0 that every individual of the church may
have a perfect understanding of his duty and privilege.

Joseph Smith, writing September 6, 1842, closes a letter
to the church thus:

“Let us therefore, as a church and a people, and as Latter
Day Saints, offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness;
and let us present in his holy Temple when it is finished, a
book containing the records of our dead, which shall be
worthy of all acceptation.”

Joseph Smith was editor of the Times gnd Seasons at th
time, and in the same number in which the letter above re-
ferred to is found, there is an editorial under the caption
of “The Temple,” in which occurs the following:

“The word of the Lord is, build my house; and until that
command is fulfilled, we stand responsible to the great
Jehovah for the fulfillment of it: and if not done in due
time, we may have to share the same fate that we have here-
tofore done in Missouri.”

We give these extracts to show that the idea of a Rejec-
tion of the church did not originate with the Reorganized
Chureh, nor with those whom the Desert News chooses to
class as apostates. si:Fe known to be in
the near future when the things guoted were written; and
the apprehension of such a rejection was appreciated by the
then Twelve,

At the trial of Elder Sidney Rigdon, Nauvoo, September
8, 1844, Parley P. Pratt, then of the Twelve, said:

 “The great (God said through Joseph: Build this Temple:
1 give you a sufficient time fo build it, and if vou do not
bulld it by the appointed time, you shazll be rejected as 2

ELDnCy was

‘people with your dead.”

The Twelve's Theory of the Succession in 1844

The prominent theory advanced by the Quoruin.of the
Twelve at the death of Joseph and Hyrum respecling the
succession, was that the place occupied by those two men
would not again be filled; but that the authority and re-
sponsibility to carry on the work rested with the Twelve as
a guorum. To this claim perhaps no reasonable objection
was, at that time, urged. The argument upon the part of
the Twelve seemed to be good; and there are strong reasons
for believing that had the Twelve remained true to the prin-
ciples of the faith as established by Joseph Smith, acting in
their calling, there would have been no reason for so dread a
separation as has taken place. The body of the people
seemed to comprehend this when on the 8th of August,
1844, the matter was put before them in this form: “Allin
favor of supporting the Twelve, in their calling signify it by
the uplifted hand”; and all voted fo so sustain.

Positive and strong declarations were frequently made,
as the public prints of the church show, that the Twelve, as
a quorum, would lead the church; one of which may be
found in an Epistle signed by Brigham Young, as the presi-
dent of the guorum, dated August 15, 1844, and is as fol-
lows: '

“Let no man presume for a moment that his (Joseph’s)
place will be filled by another; for, remember, he stands in
his own place, and always will and the Twelve Apostles of
this dispensation stand in their own place, and always will,
both in time and eternity, to minister, preside, and regulate
the affairs of the whole church.”

And another in the same Epistle: .

“Brethren, be not alarmed; for if the Twelve should be
taken away, still there are powers and officers in existence
which will bear the kingdom of God triumphantly, viclorious
in all the world.”

On September 2, 1844, a statement was made to the church
that “when any alteration shall be required, seasonable nolice
will he given.”

Preparing to Organize

On the 6th of August, 1847, the Twelve, comprising Brig-
ham Young, Heber C. Kimball; Orson Pratt, Willard Rich-
ards, Wilford Woodruff, George A. Smé'ghj and Amasa Ly-
man, were re-baptized in the valley of the Great Sall Lake,
Brigham Young baptizing and confirming the rest, himself
being baptized and confirmed by H. C. Kimball. On the
evening of the 7th, succeeding, Heber C. Kimball baptized
(re-baptized) fifty-five in the City Creek, and on Bunday,
August 8, the “whole camp of Israel renewed their cove-
nant by baptism’; “two hundred and eighty-eight” being
“re-baptized” during the three days.

On December 5, there was a feast and a council held at
a private house in Winter Quarters, near where Couhcil
Bluffs, Towa, now is, at which Orson Hyds made and Wil-
ford Woodrufl seconded & motion that Brigham Young be
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Baints; which motion was carried.

BErigham Young then nominated Heber €. Kimball and
Willard Richard as his Counselors, and they were S0 ap-
pointed. On the next day John Smith was appointed Patri-
arch by the Twelve.

On December 24, 1847, nineteen davys after the feast and
council, one thousand of the fhen fleeing multitude, met in
a “Log Taberpacle,” and chose Brigham Young president.
This was re-confirmed the next vear in October, at Salt
Lake City, by a conference held there. This is when, and
how, Brigham Young and his fellows organized the Utah
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Mormon Church.

Number of the Church in 1844

It must be remembered that there were in Nauvoo and
vicinity at the death of Joseph and Hyrum, an estimated

lenwnial Siar were taken and read, and
disseminated the views concerning the Presi
position occupied by the Twelve, had been t: ‘
such orgawnizaiion would tuke place; or if it did, “seasonabl
notice” would be given,

Short and Imperfect Notice

circulated from mouth to ear during
nineteen days referred to; and that could
very extensive. The council was held by
conference in December was a special on
less than a twentieth of the number of
mated to be at Nauvoo and vicinily, and s than one
hundredth of the entire membership, as estimated at the
death of Joseph, were present when that vole taken.
It was sprung upon the people g
ration and notice that the church was
the circumsances. It was ,after the man so chosen
had re-baptized his co-associates 1 in the w

was

hout that

¥

of Utah—a land afar from the p the pro
Temple was to be builded. It was presented at a time when

no such extra official act was needed. Brigham Young, as
President of the Valley, was virtually the leader; and by the
counsel of hiz gquorum had done as he deemed best
No additional priesthood was conferred by the choeice; nor
could there be. That body of twelve men could have done a
that the exigency demanded. By the taking of Brigl
Young, Heber €. Kimball, and Willard Richards cut
the Twelve was disorganized. By the defection of Jo
Page, William Smith, and Lyman Wight, and removal
the three created inio the Presidency, t Twelve
which Joseph had “rolled the work” (if such a thi
ever occurred), bad been vitiated, and fthe guorum d
ized.

jost
jrers

A New Line of Policy
But a new line of policy had been adopted by the man
thus created President.
lished to the Saints in the 7%

gham had preached, and p

s and Seasons, vol. 6, p. 855,

that “Joseph in his life time did nol rece g con-

regeive everythin

wrh

key with those wh
this great people all that is nec

exaltation in the celestial

511

which Jesus, and Paul, and all
declare to be “the power of God unto sal

That system of marriage which was to vitiate

was to be fostered and finally made a church tenet. To do
this a re-creation, a re-organization, must be had. It was
for this end that the renewal of a covenant made years

before was presented in that far-away land; and in the re-
baptism and re-confirmation that followed were more of
the seeds of that disorganization laid which culmingted in
the completed rejection of the “church as a church.”

Rebaptism and Re-orgenizalion
Following in the footsteps of this example, a wholesale
re-baptism took place, a re-adjustment of guorums ensued

Brighawm Failed to Have the Polygemy Revelation Tested by

‘he quorum referred to by Orson Hyde, September 8, 1844,

by President Young.  The rule given by Joseph the Seer,
by which whatever was alleged to be a tion from CGod
to-the church was to be tested, was ignored. The way was
now prepared for the final stroke of policy by which the
; unwarranted power was mage compiece. It
is not amiss to believe that all who were emigrated to Utah
were re-baptized into this reformation (re-organiaztion).

A Second General Ee-baptism

Again, in 1858-7, after the fatal introduction of the un-
authorized revelation touching Plural Marriage, August 29,
1852, which Brigham Young had so artfully prepared the
way for, a “Reformation” fock place. A general re-bap-
tizing was ordered, and the faithful and obedient were
baptized into the spirit and power of the “New and Ever-
lasting Covenant’—the Plural Marriage tenet.

Joseph the Sesr Never Presented Polygamy to the Church
Nor the Quorwms. Polygamy First Publicly
Inrtoduced in 1852,

In defense of this dogma i is asserted that Joseph Smith
received the revelation and practiced its precepis. It is
certain, however, that at no ne in Joseph's life was this
doctrine, called a revelation, submitted to the tribunal test
reguired. No such claim for its validity was ever made. No
publication of it as a church tenet, or as a properly accredited
revelation from God, was ever made, during the time that
Joseph lived., The practice of its precepts, if had, was in
secret. Mot until its secret practice could no longer be con-
cealed did even Brigham Young avow if, Then he came be-
fore a special conference, ht years after Joseph's death,
and told the beggarly tale that it was a “copy,” the original
having been “burned by Emmasa 7 Joseph's wife, Jos-
eph’s wife declared that she ne ~pever saw if.

The iniguity that organization of the
church, its re 1 done itz work. Hence-

be no do
id the Temple

The law of t

b the h to ich the
Mauvoo had come, had
organization was ignored.

nstead of the Twelve rem coraplete as a gourum as
left by Joseph, three of thern, by the new and strange policy

been

ham and his fellows, had driven away from it,
e others token out of it in an unaulhori ner,

out a proper and sea ble notice ,and those =50
taken had been put in the places of Joseph and Hyrum.
The guorum next to the Twelve, of which the law provides
there may be seven iimes seventy only, had swollen to one
hundred and twenty-five times seventy, by improper ordina-
tions. Twice had the people been required to be re-baptized,
under the plea of a renewsl of their covenant. The original
bond, stated of Cod and recognized new and ever-
lasting gospel from 1830 to 1844, had been thus weakened
and derided. The Temple in which they were to receive the
further sndowment Spirit, “wi finished,” had not
peen completed.

What further evidence of a

as the

rejection can any one ask?

the True, Genwine Church?¥

its principies of faith formulated ,its traditions fulminated
from the forum and pulpit, those declarations become the
constitution of its corporate and legal existence. If in the
nistory of any church, anything out of barmeny with, or
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CCONCERNING THE TWO STONE MARKHERS
To Whom It May Concern:

I have noticed with regret a certain afiidavit made by
‘M. H. Siegfried, J. ¥. Curtis, et al,, regarding the two stone
. markers found by the workmen of the Church of Christ
digging the basement of the Temple on the Lot, in Independ-
“ence in May and Juné of 1928.

I have lived in Independence continuously since February,
1802, and am well acquainted with church matters, and am
much interested in them, and for the last four years have
lived only about one block from the Temple Lot site. During
the months of May and June, 1929, I very frequently walked
over on the Temple Lot to note the progress of the work

being done there. In doing so I became quile well ac-
guainted and friendly with Mr. Lawson, the watchman, and
.man in charge of the digging.

CAt the time the first stone was found I saw it within
twelve hours after it had been washed off, and had a num-
ber of talks with the men who took it from its resting place;

also had first-hand information as to the location, finding,
~ete. I examined very carefully and critically the engrav-
ing on it and do not hesifate to say that I was positively
convinced of its genuineness, of its age, of ils origin, and of
the author of the engravings thereon, which were very
clear, definite, and very similar in form and style to figures
made by Joseph Smith himself on an original deed whict
I have in my possession made by him in 1838, The markings
“on the second stone found later are also very similar to
- those on the first stone, and were evidently made by the
same person. When taken from the ground the face of the

‘rocks showed very plainly that the mc.m*mg hsd not beezi
made at any recent date. In fact they very clearly bore
the evidence of great agze. I h the rocks very
many times since and can certd ographs sent
out by the Church of Chri ving
fair and impartial, and v ood likeness

I have been an active ber of the Re
-of Jesus Christ for nearly forty years, and I a
“ber of it; yet I deeply deplore the contemp
certain officers and members of sz in
me seems very unfair and dishone
inoffensive efforts of the brethren af the Chu

(Temple Lot) in their work,

1 make this statement voluntarily and ste
stantiate it or any cother information I may be

- by affidavit if necessary, in the interests
(Zigned) R B,
ctober 13, 1230,

he photo

{’l?)um Lo

reh of Christ

Independence, Mo,

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to certify that we, the undersigned, saw
marker, found on the north side of the Temple site,
1929, shortly after it was taken out of the ground.

It lay
~on the bank for some few days, covered with dry mud
George Mottashed was the first one to discover that it had

characters carved on if. Having washed the mud off, the
figures 1831 first appeared as they are more legibile than
the characters above. The three characters forming the
first or upper line may readily be taken to mean either
ADWor40W. The W is guite plain, as is also the figures
i831.

We have read the published affidavits which seek to dis-
credit this stone, and we unhesitatingly declare them to be
untrue end misleading as to fasts,

GREO. MOTTASHED,
To Whom It May Concern:

This is to say that I was present when the first stone
_marker was found on the Temple Lot, May 18, 1829, and I
saw Mr. Lawson pick up the stone and lay it on the plat.

form that covered the old baptismal font. It had rained
sometime before and the stone was covered with wet clay,
and little attention was paid to it at the time. I did not
measure the distance from the corner to where the stone
was found, but it was approximately forty feet., The pub-
lished affidavits which declare that this stone was found
“sizty-five feet” from the established corner are false and
mlkiea{img, and can serve no good purpose.
CARRY C. FRISBEY.

The following affidavit was published in the Torch of Truth
for July, 1929: ‘
“THE MABEER STONE

“Independence, Missouri.
“Year of our Lord, 1929,
“May the 31st.

“Be it known to all that love the Lord Jesus Christ (and
all could if they would repent and obey the gospel) that we,
the undersigned, did uncover the MARKER STONE eighteen
(18) inches below the sod on the north line of the TEMPLE
SITE; forty feet west of the northeast corner as was pointed
out by the finger of God on August 3, 1831; and, as we
fear God and know that we will stand before the Judgment
Bar of God at the last day, we speak the TRUTH. '

“As we were excavating for the Temple foundation we
looked wvery closely all the time; and while using the sglip
we heard a scraping over stone. Brother Harry Taylor said,
with much joy and surprise, “Did you hear that?” 1, the
writer of this testimony, James R. Lawson, said, “Yes, I
did.” “But what did you hear?” Brother Harry sald: “We
scraped rock.” “Yes,” I said, “do not hit it again,” and I
began to use an old-time mattock easier than I ever did
before; and I brought to light the MARKER which was,
and still is, about 10%=x10%x7 inches. Only a little more
than one inch fell off of the upper side as it was found.
The “1831" and the other characters were on the under
side when the stone was found. The stone was placed on
the bank and later on the cover of the baptismal font, and
when turning it over the one-inch piece fell off. The stone
laid on the platform for several days, then was moved to
the corner of the watchman’s house and, next day, to the
foot of the bed inside the house.

“Tuesday morning, May 28 {(after having studied the
narks the night before, in the late evening light, and after
several washings, one brother sald that he had a glass and
would bring it in the morning), the figures 1821 were very
plain and could be seen by several of us without the glass.
The up@ez* haracters I could not be sure of at the time;
they looked like AD W, but, with a good glass were under-
stood to be 4 0OW 1831

“They zre there m”{i can be seer.
has the Marker and will gladly show it,

“We place our names here after having heard these words
read several times, and I, the writer, with fear and frem-

bling before CGod, do affirm it t~ be TRUE as God is my
Judge, BAVIOR ,and REDEREM 48 all in the Blessed NAME
of JESUS CHRIST—OUR ALL IN ALL. Amen.

JAMES RICHARD LAWSON,
HARRY TAYLOR,

M. M. Case,

THOS. B. NERRIN,

=]

Bishop A. O. Frisbey

A, O, FRISBREY, Altest,
State of Missouri,
County of Jackson, s8. ) .
Subscribed and sworn to before me, the under-
{SEAL) signed, a Notary Public at Independence, Missouri,
this 10th day of June, 18295,
ROBERT R. CHOPLIN
Notary Public.
My term expires January 21, 1932 o o
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“Great shall be the joy of the people of the Lord, not so much because
of the house, but because the Lord shall sanctify his people; His power
will be with them and his Spirit will fill their souls with joy. The house
shall be a sheltering rock to them, a haven of rest, wherein they will find

spiritual food and knowledge, a school wherein they will learn of God’s
goodness.”—Fifth Visitation.

Get, as I hove told you, o wise man whose heart is filled
with the Spirit of God; who is no mocker. Let him draw
the plan and prints of the building as far as he can, for,
behold, this house is not bullt after the wisdom of men; for
it shall yet be shown to many who doubt and question the
wisdom of this house, that the Lord has divected, and that
it was not the wisdom of men.



