Lesson One: A Godly Character

1. The Jewish Bible is not arranged like our Old Testament, because our Bible got its
order of books from a Greek version of the Old Testament, called the Septuagint. The
Jewish Bible is arranged into three groups of writings, The Torah, the Prophets and the
Writings. Jewish Bible scholars were happy to find that the Dead Sea Scrolls showed
this same three groups of writings.

2. We shall read one story that shows the importance of developing a godly character
from each group of books. Each story is about a person who once saved all of Israel.
Ouir first story will be from the Torah, and it is the story of a young man who was sold
into slavery by his brothers. His name is . Let’'s read Genesis 39:1-12.

3. What did Potifer see about Joseph’s character? (vs. 3 & 4)

4. Had Joseph taken Potifer’s wife, against whom would he have been sinning?
(vs. 8&9)

5. What did Joseph do when this woman tempted him?

6. Did Joseph'’s good character help him in this trial?

7. Our next story comes from the Prophets. It is about the youth who killed the giant to
save Israel. Who is this? Let's read this story in 1 Samuel 24: 1- 17.

8. Did David have any reason to kill King Saul?

9. Who would have been King of Israel if Saul had died?

10. How did David show the king that he could have killed him, but did not?

11. What did this show about David’s character?

12. Our final story is about a young woman who saved Israel. Her story is in the book of
Esther, one of the Writings. What is the name of this young woman?

13. What was the evil plan of Haman, the favorite of King Xerxes?

14. Why did he hate the Jews?

15. What would happen to a person who went in to talk to the king without having been
sent for?

16. What did Esther do to obtain help from the Lord?

17. List several aspects of the character of this young woman.




The Story of Esther

Then said the king's servants that ministered unto him, Let there be fair young
virgins sought for the king: And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his
kingdom, that they may gather together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan the
palace, to the house of the women, unto the custody of Hege the king's chamberlain,
keeper of the women. And let the maiden which pleaseth the king be queen instead of
Vashti. And the thing pleased the king; and he did so.

Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai,
Who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity which had been carried
away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had
carried away. And he brought up Esther, his uncle's daughter: for she had neither father
nor mother, and the maid was fair and beautiful, whom Mordecai, when her father and
mother were dead, took for his own daughter. So it came to pass, when the king's
commandment and his decree was heard, and when many maidens were gathered
together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that Esther was brought also
unto the king's house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women.

So Esther was taken unto king Xerxes into his house royal in the tenth month,
which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. And the king loved Esther
above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the
virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of
Vashti.

After these things did king Xerxes promote Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him.
And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman:
for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him
reverence. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, then
was Haman full of wrath. And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they
had shewed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the
Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes, even the people of Mordecai.

And Haman said unto king, There is a certain people scattered abroad and
dispersed among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are
diverse from all people; neither keep they the king's laws: therefore it is not for the king's
profit to suffer them. If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed: and
I will pay ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the charge of the
business, to bring it into the king's treasuries.

And the king said unto Haman, The silver is given to thee, the people also, to do with
them as it seemeth good to thee. And the letters were sent by posts into all the king's
provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little
children and women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
which is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a prey.

Esther sent a servant to find Mordecai. Mordecai gave him the copy of the
writing of the decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew it unto Esther,
and to declare it unto her, and to charge her that she should go in unto the king, to make



supplication unto him, and to make request before him for her people. And Hatach came
and told Esther the words of Mordecai.

Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment unto Mordecai;

All the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, do know, that whosoever,
whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not called,
there is one law of his to put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out
the golden sceptre, that he may live: but | have not been called to come in unto the king
these thirty days. And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. Then Mordecai commanded
to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more
than all the Jews.

Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, Go, gather together all the
Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three
days, night or day: also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will | go in unto the
king, which is not according to the law: and if | perish, | perish. So Mordecai went his
way, and did according to all that Esther had commanded him.

Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and
stood in the inner court of the king's house, over against the king's house: and the king
sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house. And it
was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she obtained
favour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his
hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre. Then said the king unto
her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what is thy request? it shall be even given thee
to the half of the kingdom. And Esther answered, If it seem good unto the king, let the
king and Haman come this day unto the banquet that | have prepared for him.

Then the king said, Cause Haman to make haste, that he may do as Esther hath said.
So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

And the king said again unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of wine,
What is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be granted thee: and what is thy request?
and it shall be performed, even to the half of the kingdom. Then Esther the queen
answered and said, If | have found favour in thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let
my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request: For we are sold, | and
my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for
bondmen and bondwomen, | had held my tongue, although the enemy could not
countervail the king's damage. Then the king answered and said unto Esther the queen,
Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so? And Esther said,
The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the
king and the queen.

And the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath went into the palace
garden: and Haman stood up to make request for his life to Esther the queen; for he saw
that there was evil determined against him by the king. And Harbonah, one of the
chamberlains, said before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which
Haman had made for Mordecai, who had spoken spoken good for the king, standeth in
the house of Haman. Then the king said, Hang him thereon. So they hanged Haman on
the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified.



